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Robert Wintemute is a Professor of Human Rights Law in the School of Law, King’s College London, 
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Supreme Courts of Massachusetts and the Supreme Courts of the United States. 
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Homophobia exists in many different forms across Europe. EU Member States offer uneven levels of 
legal protection for lesbian and gay rights; at the same time the social meanings and practices 
relating to homosexuality are culturally distinct and intersect in complex ways with gender, class and 
ethnicity in different national contexts. The essays in this volume illustrate the findings of a European 
project on homophobia and fundamental rights in which sociologists and legal experts have analysed 
the position in four Member States: Italy, Slovenia, Hungary and the UK. The first part of the book 
investigates the sociological dimensions of homophobia through qualitative methods involving both 
heterosexual and self-defined lesbian and gay respondents, including those in ethnic communities. 
The aim is to understand how homophobia and homosexuality are defined and experienced in the 
everyday life of participants. The second part is devoted to a legal analysis of how homophobia is 
reproduced ‘in law’ and how it is confronted ‘with law’. The analysis examines statute and case law; 
‘soft law’; administrative practices; the discussion of bills within parliamentary committees; and 
decisions of public authorities. Among the areas discussed are ‘hate crimes’ and ‘hate speech’; 
education at all levels; free movement, immigration and asylum; and cross-border reproductive 
services.  
http://www.hartpub.co.uk/books/details.asp?isbn=9781849462754 
 

If you would like to attend,  
please register by sending your name and affiliation  

by June 15, 2012 to info@socio.mta.hu 
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